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rSteagart’s spokesman ^said yesterday | 
- that he did not doubt s -publishlfeJ^e- * 
^oct that Moscow was aboiittjto 
J^fmajpr missik£tert^^ : 

South Kdre^TakMer^ej^fto ^ 
^Soviet airsi>ace3ak^e^X^r •• $ 
; donbt ibe report^^^d ■ 
'^LarrySpeakes/the White House 
^l£pr^secreta^ 

-specifically what -.-XJ&f ;intdlig^5ce 
.feanieir/i : :- ’ 

^“The c White House maid -ovejrihe. 
'weekeibd that* an^C-LE5 ^rtx»^ts- 
trance aircraft 

i^rp3af 'Oie S^ ^f^apab|^be5jme 
?^^iKoreiuh •Snter 

.-.^Soviet airspa ce^ ^ISfbere was^Jhot 
tdownhy/a Soviet ** 

.fX^iMt/Speakes was questioned a$out? 

report by columnistWilliam iScfrre^ 

1 in The .New York Times thatjtduiv 
. electronic oars told us that a major 


Soviet missile test was in its ban- 
ning stages’’ near the Soviet- Japanese 
border. * ■ ‘ / 7 . Z*T 


jl i* v A s usual, one of our RC-lS£-$py 
i planes was sent up to observe theiest 
; from a position well outside the &Jvi- 
; et Union,” Mr. Safire wrote. J: - ~ ' 
\ v 7* At the same ^Uroe‘ 5the Koredfexi- 
j. vilian jumbo jet wandered off cgjirse 
into the jsV/ES. 


i^vMr. Safire went on: "Preparations 
-for r the missile test were proxhjpiUy. 
" shut ^down As that mission •was 
! iscrtbbed, our reconnaissance' plane 
^returned to Hs base: 7*** v£:;y ■■ r *-v\ . 

~**~i ~ 1 ^ ; -- y~-. 'HI 

tx-: : ^Tbe ^ local > Soviet^ oommajSer £ 
tasked Moscow what^to^io aboufcibe^ 
■ civilian, jumbo jet about to exit Soviet > 
: -airspace going toward Japan?’ l 'r ? 


m Vt V^Mr. Speakes said' the purpose of 
. the U.S. Reconnaissance flights was .to' 
^determine if Soviet missile tests lyio-^. 
plated the 19795frategic Arms Lingula- ; 
! tion Treaty, wtabh was not ratified J>yx 
*tbe Senate but which both Washington i 
^and . Moscow have agreed to pbsefyV^ 
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